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The Climate & Environmental Change Student Summit program is an annual program aimed at spurring the interest of middle and high school student in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) and exposing youth to the roots and global reach of Rutgers cutting edge climate change science. The program will 1) introduce young people to the concept of climate and climate change through hands-on science activities and talks and 2) support students in planning and implementing climate change related service projects in their local communities. Our objective is to provide young people with both scientific knowledge and the life skills (decision making) required to improve understanding and application of knowledge in both their personal lives and as active citizens. This multi day program, which is sponsored by the New Jersey Climate Adaptation Alliance, brings students to campus to learn and apply newly acquired knowledge around the adaptation to and mitigation of climate change. Through interactions with faculty and their community service projects, young build new levels of global competence. Evaluation of past programs indicates that participants felt empowered to be leaders within their communities and that environmental issues (such as climate change) were worthy of their time and attention.
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